Case l:19-cv-00487-LEK-CFH Document 1 Filed 04/25/19 Page 1 of 5 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


United States of America, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

$8,000 in U.S. Currency, 

Defendant. 


Civil Action No.: 


l:19-cv-487 (LEK/CFH) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE INREM 

The United States of America brings this verified complaint for forfeiture in rem against 
the above-captioned assets (the “defendant currency”) and alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

This is an action in rem brought pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) and Rule G of the 
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions. 
Forfeiture is sought of the defendant currency as money furnished or intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a controlled substance, proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841. 

THE PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff is the United States of America. 

2. The defendant currency is $8,000, which is in the custody of the United States. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 


§§ 1345 and 1355. 
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4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1355(b). 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1355 and 1395. 

FACTS 

6. Dylan Calabrese (Calabrese) is known to law enforcement as a marijuana dealer. 

7. On August 10, 2018, Warren County Sheriffs deputies responded to a report of a 
suspicious person in the South Glens Falls, New York area attempting to open doors to residential 
homes and businesses. 

8. Calabrese was found in the area and matched the description of the suspect. 

9. Calabrese was found to be in possession of 234 grams of marijuana. 

10. Calabrese was arrested and charged in Moreau Town Court with Criminal 
Possession of Marihuana-3 rd . 

11. On November 14, 2018, Calabrese entered a plea of guilty in Moreau Town Court 
to Criminal Possession of Marihuana-4 th . 

12. On December 13,2018, New York State Police Officers conducted a traffic stop of 
a vehicle that Calabrese was driving. 

13. When law enforcement approached the vehicle, they immediately detected the odor 
of marijuana. 

14. In response to being asked if he had any marijuana in the vehicle, Calabrese 
produced 49 grams of marijuana packaged in two Ziploc bags from the vehicle’s center console. 

15. Calabrese demonstrated a lack of motor coordination and cognitive ability. 

16. Law enforcement conducted a field sobriety test on Calabrese, which he failed. 
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17. Law enforcement searched Calabrese’s person and found and seized $8,170 in his 
front right pants pocket, in the following denominations: nine $100 dollar bills, nine $50 dollar 
bills, and three hundred forty-one $20 dollar bills. 

18. The money was packaged with two rubber bands as a “stack.” 

19. Calabrese was arrested and charged in Wilton Town Court with: (1) operating a 
motor vehicle impaired by drugs, and (2) criminal possession of marihuana-5 th : aggregate weight 
more than 25 grams. 

20. Calabrese was taken to the police station and questioned by officers about the 
source of the defendant currency. 

21. During his interview, Calabrese stated that he does not work and the defendant 
currency belonged to him. 

CONCLUSION 

22. As required by Supplemental Rule G(2)(f), the facts set forth above support a 
reasonable belief that the government will be able to meet its burden of proof at trial. Specifically, 
probable cause exists to believe that the defendant currency constitutes: (a) money furnished or 
intended to be furnished by a person in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act; (b) proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or (c) money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. 

WHEREFORE, pursuant to Supplemental Rule G, plaintiff the United States of America, 
respectfully requests that the Court: 

a) Issue a warrant of arrest in rem, in the form submitted with this complaint; 

b) Direct any person having any claim to the defendant currency to file and serve 
their verified claims and answers as required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(4) and Supplemental Rule G; 
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c) Enter judgment declaring the defendant currency to be forfeited and condemned 
to the use and benefit of the United States; and 


d) Award such other and further relief to the United States as it deems proper and 


just. 


Dated: April 24, 2019 


Respectfully Submitted, 

GRANT C. JAQUITH 
United States Attorney 

By: /s/Mary K Langan _ 

Mary E. Langan 

Assistant United States Attorney 
Bar Roll No. 518971 
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VERIFICATION 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

) ss: 

COUNTY OF ALBANY ) 

Joel R. Walbridge being duly sworn, deposes and states: 

I am a Task Force Officer with the Drug Enforcement Administration. I have read the 
foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture and assert that the facts contained therein are true to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, based upon knowledge possessed by me and/or on information 
received from other law enforcement officers. 



Sworn to and subscribed before me this 


- 

day of April, 2019. 



Notary Puoi.c. St--. :■ c, Now York 
No. 01 r - 3 

Qualified in Fine iic/or County 
Commission Expires January 8, 20 Cc . » 
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